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1. A method for providing resistance to infection by a plant virus in a plant or plant 
tissue, said method comprising transforming said plant or plant tissue with a polynucleotide 
that encodes a Rep protein, or a fragment or variant thereof, of said plant virus. 



2. The method according!??) claim 1, 



wherein said plant virus is a geminivirus. 



3. The method according t< 
group consisting of tomato mottle 
virus, tomato golden mosaic virus, 
tomato yellow leaf curl virus and 



claim 1, wherein said geminivirus is selected from the 
vfirus, cabbage leaf curl geminivirus, potato yellow mosaic 
tomato yellow mosaic virus, tomato leaf crumple virus, 
p epper huasteco virus. 



4. The method according lo claim 1, wherein said polynucleotide encodes a Rep 
protein of a tomato mottle geminiv irus. 



5. The method according 
protein of a tomato yellow l^afc 



1 6. The method according 

2 tobacco. 



7. The method according tc 



:o claim 1, wherein said polynucleotide encodes a Rep 
virus (TYLCV-Is). 

t£> claim l/ wherein said plant or plant tissue is tomato or 



with said polynucleotide by agroir fection. 



claim 1, wherein said plant or plant tissue is transformed 



1 8. The method according tc claim 1, wherein said plant or plant tissue is transformed 

2 with said polynucleotide by biolis ic targeting. 
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9. A transgenic plant or plant tissue having increased resistance to infection by a 
plant virus, wherein said plant or plant tissue comprises a polynucleotide sequence that 
encodes a plant virus Rep probsm, or a fragment or variant thereof. 

10. The transgenic plant or plant tissue according to claim 9, wherein said plant or 
plant tissue is tomato or tobacco. 
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11. The transgenic plant or plant tissue according to claim 9, wherein said 
polynucleotide epcb^ es a Rep protein of a tomato mottle virus. 




12. Tti 
polynucleotide encodes 



plant or plant tissue according to claim 9, wherein said 
a Rep protein of a tomato yellow leaf curl virus (TYLCV-Is). 



13. The transgenic plant or plant tissue according to claim 9, wherein said plant 
tissue is a plant seed 



14. The transgenic 
plant or plant tissue is crossed 
to said plant virus and derived froi 
or plant tissue that exhibits increas" 




t tissue according to claim 9, wherein said transgenic 
transgenic plant or plant tissue that is resistant 
stinct transformation event, producing a hybrid plant 
istance to infection by said plant virus. 



1 5. A cell transformed with a polynucleotide sequence that encodes a plant virus Rep 
protein, or a fragment orWiant thereof. 

1 6. The transformed cell according to claim 15, wherein said polynucleotide encodes 
a Rep protein of a tomato mottlKrus. 
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1 17. The transformed cell according to claim 15, wherein said polynucleotide encodes 

2 a Rep protein of a tomato yellow leaf curl virus (TYLCV-Is). 



18. The transformed cell ai 
the group consisting of bacterial ce 



cording to claim 15, wherein said cell is selected from 
1, insect cell, plant cell and yeast cell. 
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